
2020 NEW MILLS COMMUNITY CONVERSATION: NATURE 

 

What We Need to Keep In Our 2030 Vision: 

1. The River Sett 

2. Mousley Bottom nature reserve 

3. \woodland in High Lea Park 

4. The Picker 

5. Sett Valley Trail and Bluebell Wood 

6. Goytside Meadows 

7. The Moorland, including Kinder Scout - as being recreated and managed by Moors 
for the Future project 

8. The Torrs Park 

9. Shaw Farm wildlife areas (tree planting and wildflower border) 

10. Other pollinator habitats 

11. Community Orchards 

12. Allotments and other community edible areas 

13. Public access to the above through footpaths, bridleways and cycleways 

14. The wildlife we still have, including that in gardens (hedgehogs, frogs, newts, birdlife, 
badgers) 

15. The beauty of the landscape (although acknowledged as subjective) 

 
What We Need To Repair, Restore Or Create For Our 2030 Vision: 

1. Restore connectivity between different habitat; permeability,corridors and links to 
enable wildlife to move easily between them. Include rivers as corridors, link isolated 
woodland such as Broadhurst Edge (Whinberry Wood) 

2. Clean the rivers further 

3. Resolve conflicting perspectives 

4. Prevent overgrazing, stop heather burning and allow natural regeneration to create 
increasing diversity 

5. Introduction of lost species such as beavers and birds of prey that have been subject 
to persecution in the local area 

6. Generate less artificial noise, to allow us to hear more birdsong and natural sounds 

7. Create a greater understanding and appreciation of nature and rewilding through 
education and awareness raising 

8. Create a culture with more plant-based diets, to reduce harmful grazing and allow the 
space for more nature 

9. Create a better land-use planning system which takes better account of the needs of 
nature and protects our natural assets. The planning system should promote a long 
term view when selecting species for boundaries – in particular some slower growing 
native species such as holly 

10. Restore hedgerows instead of fencing, on farms and in gardens 



11. Restore riverbanks, by reducing access to the banks by livestock 

12. Create a legislative system which offers more protection from pollution and habitat 
destruction 

13. Neighbours collaborating to create wildlife corridors in their gardens 

14. Create more allotments 

 
What We Will Need To Lose Or Let Go Of For Our 2030 Vision: 

1. Lose invasive species such as himalayan balsam which outcompetes native species 
and reduces biodiversity 

2. Let go of our traditional perception of what gardens, public spaces and highway 
verges should look like: more natural, native planting and ‘untidyness’, less paved 
area, less mowing and more wildflowers and cover for nature 

3. Let go of our traditional, favourable perception of what the countryside should look 
like: often this is too managed and reduces opportunities for nature, and the 
alternative may also look beautiful but in a different way.  

4. Let go of what we think moorland ought to look like, ie. not heather monoculture 
managed for driven grouse shooting 

5. Stop widespread game keeping, and releasing non-native species for hunting 

6. Lose our obsession with ‘tidying’ and over-managing the countryside and gardens, 
eg removing fallen branches in rivers, overcutting hedgerows, removing weeds 

7. Reduce over-development; allow natural breaks, corridors and other habitats within 
the built environment 

8. Reduce disparate funding streams that promote fragmentation of habitats and 
instead promote funding for an overall vision for nature 

9. Let go of our fear of the dark, and reduce light pollution which adversely affects 
insects, nocturnal animals and stops us appreciating the natural beauty of the night 
sky 

10. Let go of the need for intensive farming methods and their incentives, which rely on 
excessive agrochemical use 

11. Lose the obsession and race for tree-planting in favour of a more considered and 
planned approach to habitat creation and management 

12. Stop using plastic tree-guards, and ensure projects are seen through to completion, 
including removal of waste and any ongoing care needed 

 
Next Steps Identified At The Conversation Meeting 

1. Tell all our friends and contacts about the Community Conversation (all actions) 

2. All to individually write to MP about moorland land management and raptor 
persecution (Keep 7; Repair 4,5,12; Lose 4) 

3. Read and consider Wildlife Trusts’ Nature Recovery Network proposals (Repair 1) 

4. Involve the local community in: 

a. Create a detailed existing habitat map, (Repair 1, 7) 

b. Looking for and planning opportunities to improve, create and link habitats 
(Repair 1,7,9,13) 



c. Raising funds for improvements (Lose 8) 

d. Balsam bashing project (Lose 1) 

5. Comment on planning applications, including habitat loss or accomodation, and 
taking up opportunities to design in permeability for wildlife (Repair 9; Lose 7,11) 

6. Track possibilities for introducing lost species (Repair 5) 

7. Create better relationships and mutual understanding with local farmers and 
horseowners, possibly through advocacy group, and respecting their needs (eg 
Countryside Code) (Repair 1,3,4,7,10) 

8. Make public parks and gardens better for wildlife, including statement pieces (Lose 
2,6) 

9. Retrofit buildings with opportunities for wildlife homes (eg swift and bat boxes) (Lose 
7) 

10. Put pressure on local councils to improve their practices and decisions. Contact 
Councils for help where necessary (Lose 2,6) 

11. Engage everyone to create habitats in their buildings and gardens -possibly could 
produce or circulate information on how to do this (Repair 13) 

12. Increase participation in balsam bashing, litter picking and tree planting (Lose 1) 

 


