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Candidates for the 2015 General 
Election: Their Responses to Question 3 

Transition New Mills is part of the global Transition network. The group, based in New Mills in the 

High Peak has over 100 supporters/members and over 200 followers on Facebook. 

We asked supporters to suggest questions for candidates for the 2015 General Election, which we 

duly sent on. We received replies from the candidates for the Conservatives (Andrew Bingham), 

Greens (Charlotte Farrell), Labour (Caitlin Bisknell) and the Liberal Democrats (Stephen Worrall). We 

did not receive a personal reply from UKIP’s candidate (Ian Guiver) but we did receive a copy of a 

document “What a UKIP Government will do: policies for people” from UKIP head office.  

This document contains each party’s full, unedited response for one of these questions (or, in the 

case of UKIP, what we feel is the relevant part of the document they sent us). Responses are given in 

alphabetical order (by party name), rotated for each question. A summary of these responses is 

published on our website (www.transitionnewmills.org).  

3 What initiatives would you introduce that would support local 

food producers and farmers to sell their produce in an 

environment dominated by a small number of large food retailers? 

Caitlin Bisknell (Labour)  

As Leader of High Pak Borough Council I have championed schemes such as the Serpentine Farm in 

Buxton which aims to renovate the former council nursery to grow food and offer training and 

Totally Locally Glossop which is brings together local independent businesses. Personally I try to use 

local shops as much as possible for all my shopping – from food to clothes.  

I would also work to improve access to public sector supply chains for local food producers and 

farms by encouraging the division of contracts into smaller lots they are able to bid for. Derbyshire 

County Council’s Source Derbyshire and Trusted Trader have a role to play here. 

Labour would give local communities the tools they need to protect and to improve nature and 

support changes to the Common Agriculture Policy to do more to protect the environment. 

Stephen Worrall (Liberal Democrats) 

Farming support from the government would be focussed on "sustainable farming" which the model 

of local food producers and farmers selling their produce locally is probably the best example of. 

Additionally I think there is a societal change happening now, people do care where there food 

comes and are willing to pay more for locally produced and well produced food. I believe central 

government could help accelerate this societal change with information campaigns and local 
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government could provide more support for farmers markets and other similar food events in their 

local areas. 

UKIP 

Policies on Agriculture and Fishing: 

 By leaving the EU, the UK will leave the Common Agricultural Policy. Outside the EU UKIP will 

institute a British Single Farm Payment for farms. 

 UKIP will let the British parliament vote on GM foods. 

 UKIP will leave the Common Fisheries Policy and reinstate British territorial waters. 

 Foreign trawlers would have to apply for and purchase fishing permits to fish British waters 

when fish stocks have returned to sustainable levels. 

 Food must be labelled to include the country of origin, method of production, method of 

slaughter, hormones and any genetic additives. 

 UKIP will abolish the export of live animals for slaughter. 

Andrew Bingham (Conservative) 

Whilst it cannot be denied that many people buy their produce from the large retailers there is 

becoming a more and more prevalent attitude to food provenance with people looking towards 

locally produced foods and ‘artisan’ ranges and, when given the chance, preferring to buy locally 

High Peak produced goods where possible. 

Farm shops and farmers’ markets allow farmers the opportunity to directly sell food and other 

produce to the general public. This direct form of selling is beneficial to both the farmer and the 

consumer as it increases profit margins while offering locally produced fresh foods. 

The National Farmers’ Retail and Markets Association (FARMA) supports farmers who want to sell 

their products direct to the consumer from farm shops, farmers’ markets, home delivery, and on-

farm catering or pick-your-own farms.  

The aim of the farmers’ market is to put the consumer in contact with the producer and to provide 

local, fresh, quality produce. All the products on sale should have been grown, reared, caught, 

brewed, pickled, baked, smoked or processed by the stallholder. 

There are over 500 farmers’ markets in the UK, providing you with an opportunity to: 

 cut out the middleman, which improves your financial returns through direct selling, price 

control and a regular cash flow 

 receive direct customer feedback on produce and prices 

 reduce the costs of transport and packaging, and be more environmentally friendly 

 have a regular market outlet - this is important for new producers, producers in organic 

conversion and small scale producers 

FARMA independently verifies farmers’ markets, awarding the Farmers’ Market Certification for 

those meeting the necessary criteria.  
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Charlotte Farrell (Green) 

 We will require local authorities and communities to draw up local food plans to safeguard 

and encourage local processing, distribution and retailing of produce and we will encourage 

initiative promoting and marketing local produce. 

 We will encourage non-commercial food production and community involvement in food 

growing for instance allotments, urban food growing, community orchards, community and 

school gardens.  In the long term, we will enable all communities to have access to and 

control of land that can be used for growing basic needs. 

 As set out above we will have policies to limit the power of supermarkets and global 

corporations, using planning regulations to favour local markets and introducing an 

ombudsman to oversee fair practice. 

 Also as set out above we would encourage local authorities to favour local suppliers in their 

procurement of food, for example schools obtaining locally produced produce. 

 


