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Candidates for the 2015 General 
Election: Their Responses to Question 2 

Transition New Mills is part of the global Transition network. The group, based in New Mills in the 

High Peak has over 100 supporters/members and over 200 followers on Facebook. 

We asked supporters to suggest questions for candidates for the 2015 General Election, which we 

duly sent on. We received replies from the candidates for the Conservatives (Andrew Bingham), 

Greens (Charlotte Farrell), Labour (Caitlin Bisknell) and the Liberal Democrats (Stephen Worrall). We 

did not receive a personal reply from UKIP’s candidate (Ian Guiver) but we did receive a copy of a 

document “What a UKIP Government will do: policies for people” from UKIP head office.  

This document contains each party’s full, unedited response for one of these questions (or, in the 

case of UKIP, what we feel is the relevant part of the document they sent us). Responses are given in 

alphabetical order (by party name), rotated for each question. A summary of these responses is 

published on our website (www.transitionnewmills.org).  

2 Can the economy keep growing for ever? If so, where will 

resources come from; if not, what is the alternative? 

Charlotte Farrell (Green) 

 Clearly the economy cannot keep growing forever in the way that the other parties seem to 

envisage.  They expect infinite growth from a finite world.  We are already reaching the 

point where the pursuit of economic growth is costing more in terms of total damage to 

health, society and environment than the value returned by it. 

 In order to avoid a major economic crash caused by the impact of the damage being caused, 

we have to begin to shift the economy from the simple pursuit of profit to the fulfilling of 

needs. 

 External costs have to be brought in to the economic decision making, so that economic 

activity accounts for its total impact.  For economic activity to be sustainable it has to 

address human and environmental impacts and needs and begin to work for the general 

good of all. 

Caitlin Bisknell (Labour)  

It’s not so much about whether it can keep growing – but about how it evolves to incorporate new 

technologies. Successful economies are those that adapt to new technologies quickest, build the 

new industrial base and plan the transition to avoid huge economic shocks. 

 

The next big transition in economic terms is the move from high-carbon power to low-carbon. We 

need to develop plans on grid enhancements, network, carbon capture and storage pipelines, 

distributed generation technologies, integrated recycling plants, energy efficiency improvements 
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and electric vehicle charging networks that are the platforms for green growth of the economy as a 

whole.  

For example Labour believes a million more high skilled, green jobs jobs can be created by 2025, 

with British manufacturing companies producing the plant, equipment and technology to open new 

renewable energy sites.  

Labour will also set out a clear long-term policy framework, boosting the green economy by framing 

regulation in the right way, and using government procurement imaginatively. 

Stephen Worrall (Liberal Democrats) 

No I don't think it can but I'm not an economist! Either way I think we are a long way off any "tipping 

point" that may occur. 

I believe an alternative to an ever growing economy relies on the growth of the population. To my 

mind we only really need the economy to keep growing if our population keeps growing, if our 

population became static or started to decrease a "flatlining" economy with no growth would be 

more than ok. In mature societies this appears to begin naturally as people begin to have less 

children but with the world at such varying states of development in societies across the world a 

point at which globally population is going to stop growing is a long way off. One way to accelerate 

the point at which this point is reached would be to do far more to empower women throughout the 

world to be in control of their own birth control. 

Also much better use/recycling of the resources we do use would go a long way to solving the 

problem of where our resources are going to come from. We are still such a throwaway society and 

whilst we make noises about recycling nowhere near enough is done at the moment and we need to 

change that. 

UKIP 

It is difficult to draw conclusions on this question from the UKIP policy document. There are 

however, sections on ‘increasing prosperity’, ‘repairing the economy’ and ‘reducing debts we leave 

to our grandchildren’. The focus of the last section is leaving the EU to save £8bn pa in contributions, 

cutting the foreign aid budget by £9bn pa, scrapping HS2 and abolishing the government 

departments of Energy & Climate Change, and Culture, Media & Sport. 

Andrew Bingham (Conservative) 

The Conservative Party is committed to sustainable development. This means making the necessary 

decisions now to realise our vision of stimulating economic growth and tackling the deficit, 

maximising wellbeing and protecting our environment, without negatively impacting on the ability of 

future generations to do the same. These are difficult times and tough decisions need to be made. 

This Government believes in going beyond the short term with eyes fixed firmly on a long term 

horizon shift in relation to our economy, our society and the environment.  

This refreshed vision and our commitments build on the principles that underpinned the UK’s 2005 

SD strategy, by recognising the needs of the economy, society and the natural environment, 

alongside the use of good governance and sound science.  
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Sustainable development recognises that the three ‘pillars’ of the economy, society and the 

environment are interconnected. The last Government has initiated a series of growth reviews to 

put the UK on a path to strong, sustainable and balanced growth. Our long term economic growth 

relies on protecting and enhancing the environmental resources that underpin it, and paying due 

regard to social needs. As part of our commitment to enhance wellbeing, we will start measuring our 

progress as a country, not just by how our economy is growing, but by how our lives are improving; 

not just by our standard of living, but by our quality of life. 

 


